
THE CONSTRUCTION SECTOR

Of people in this sector 
are self employed

Supervisory 
roles can pay as 

much as 

£45,000 
a year!

There are over 2.35 million 
people employed in this 

sector in the UK

Your work 
could be 
admired 

by people 
for years to 

come…

It’s not just for the boys – 
almost 200,000 women 
work in this sector too

Construction 

Apprentices earn 

around

£8,700 
in their fi rst year!

Number of new workers 

are needed in the 

sector each year

43,000 37% 

Investment in green 

technology will create more 

demand for construction skills

Bricklaying
One of the most popular trades and Apprenticeships, 

bricklaying is about building and repairing walls, using a 

range of materials and techniques.

Salary Range: £17,000 - £28,000

Plastering
Solid Plasterers apply wet fi nishes to walls, ceilings 

and fl oors, and Fibrous Plasterers work in workshops 

to produce ornamental plasterwork.

Salary Range: £17,000 - £28,000

Plumbing
Plumbing is the skilled trade of working with pipes, 

tubing and plumbing fi xtures for drinking water systems, 

the drainage of waste and heating systems. 

Salary Range: £16,500 - £35,000

Painting and decorating
Painter and decorators apply the fi nishing touch to 

surfaces like wallpaper, gloss and emulsion.

Salary Range: £17,000 - £23,000

Civil engineering
Civil engineering is about the design and construction of 

buildings and other important structures like pipelines, 

bridges, railways and roads.

Salary Range: £15,000 - £37,000 

 

Carpentry and joinery
As timber is so widely used the building and 

installation of wood products, such as fl oors, 

staircases, doors and roof trusses, is vital work. 

Salary Range: £17,000 - £31,000

Scaffolding
Scaffolders build safe working platforms for 

construction workers to use when working on 

buildings and other structures. 

Salary Range: £17,000 - £26,000

Surveying
Building surveyors give detailed advice on the 

construction, design and maintenance of proposed 

or existing buildings.

Salary Range: £15,000 - £37,000

It’s more than just bricks and mortar. The construction industry is worth billions and builds the 
world around us, from hospitals and houses to bridges and football stadiums. Be a part of it!

USEFUL LINKS
www.opendoorsmedia.co.uk - The best careers site on the web.

www.bconstructive.co.uk - For information about Construction careers. 

www.careersbox.co.uk – Home to a fantastic library of free careers videos.
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GET QUALIFIED
Vocational qualifi cations are the way to get ahead in 
this sector...

Apprenticeships
Apprenticeships are a great way into the industry; all of 
these frameworks are NVQ level 2:
•ConstructionBuilding–Painter and Decorator, 
Maintenance Operative (repairs, tiling, plastering), 
Bricklayer, Craft Mason, Carpenter, Joiner, 
Woodmachinist•ConstructionTechnical,Supervision
andManagement–TeamLeader•ConstructionCivil
Engineering–Construction Operative, Formworker, 
Highways Maintenance, Plant Mechanic, Plant Operator, 
TunnellingOperative•ConstructionSpecialist–
Scaffolder, Roofer, Roof Tiler, Wall and Floor Tiler, 
Kitchen/Bathroom Fitter, Floor Layer, Dry Liner, Ceiling 
Fixer, Partitioner, Mastic Asphalter, Plasterer, Thatcher, 
Stone Mason, Insulation Installer

Advanced Apprenticeship
You can also do an advanced Apprenticeship; all of 
these are NVQ level 3:
•ConstructionBuilding–Bricklayer, Carpenter, 
Joiner•ConstructionTechnical,Supervisionand
Management–Site Technician, Civil Engineering 
Technician,WorkSupervisor•ConstructionCivil
Engineering - PlantMechanic•ConstructionSpecialist
–Plasterer, Roofer, Stone Mason, Wall and Floor Tiler

A Levels 
Here are some A Levels that are relevant to the 
constructionsector:•Design&Technology•Electronics
•Maths•Sciences

Foundation Degrees
A Foundation Degree is a university-level qualifi cation 
that is equivalent to the fi rst two years of an Honours 
Degree. They are different from Honours Degrees as 
they involve learning in the workplace as well as at 
university or college. 

College Courses
A college course can also be a great route into this 
sector. To see which colleges have relevant courses in 
your region check out www.opendoorsmedia.co.uk.
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